PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Charlestown ¢ East Pikeland « Phoenixville « Schuylkill « West Pikeland » West Vincent

Meeting 137 — Wednesday May 26, 2021, 7:30 pm
Virtual Zoom Meeting
AGENDA

L. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance
L. Roll Call

IR Approval of Minutes
1. Meeting 136 Draft Minutes

Iv. Approval of Invoices
1. Theurkauf Design & Planning #0421-06
2. Theurkauf Design & Planning #0421-07 for VPP /Comprehensive Plan Update
3. Smith and Porter #PRPC-319

V. Correspondence
1. Charlestown letter of support for VPP

VL. New Business
1. PHX — Consistency Review — Steelworks Mixed Use Development
2. EPT — Hidden River Park and Preserve Grant Application — PRPC endorsement

VIl.  Old Business
1. PACEA update
2. Devault Trail Action Plan — Committee update
3. Phoenixville Regional Comprehensive Plan — Act 247 /VPP review status

Vill.  Municipal Member Announcements
IX. Public Comment
X. Adjournment

The next workshop for the Phoenixville Regional Comprehensive Plan Update will be held
following the June 30 meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87498700688?pwd=YnQOK3VOL1NYUCtKQOtrUkxHeVIDZz09
Meeting ID: 874 9870 0688

Passcode: 875158

One tap mobile +16465588656,,87498700688%#,,,,*875158# US (New York)
Dial by your location +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kiYfQjvdn



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87498700688?pwd=YnQ0K3VOL1NYUCtKQ0trUkxHeVlDZz09
tel:+16465588656
tel:+1%20646%20558%208656
tel:+1%20301%20715%208592
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kiYfQjvdn

PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Charlestown ¢ East Pikeland « Phoenixville « Schuylkill « West Pikeland « West Vincent

DRAFT Minutes of Meeting 136
April 28, 2021

Members of the Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee:*

Municipality / Organization

Committee Member

Planning Commission/Alt. Representative

Charlestown Township

Hugh Willig

Bill Westhafer/Wendy Leland

East Pikeland Township

Rusty Strauss

Ron Hoinowski

Phoenixville Borough

Richard Kirkner

Debra Johnston

Schuylkill Township

Mark Donovan

Curt English

West Pikeland Township

Charlie Humphreys

Jim Wendelgass

West Vincent Township

Sara Shick

Mike Schneider/Art Miller

Chester County

Susan Elks

Mason Gilbert/Carol Stauffer

Consultants

Theurkauf Design & Planning, LLC

Edward A. Theurkauf

Tracy Lee Tackett

Smith and Porter, P.C.

Catherine Anne Porter

In the interest of protecting public health in the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held virtually via

Zoom.

1

Bold names indicate attendees at this meeting
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PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Charlestown ¢ East Pikeland « Phoenixville « Schuylkill « West Pikeland « West Vincent

DRAFT Minutes of Meeting 136
April 28, 2021

1 CALL TO ORDER
1.1 Meeting 136 of the Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee (PRPC) was called to order at 7:35 PM
by Chairman Rusty Strauss.
2 ROLL CALL
2.1 Member representatives were present as indicated on page 1.
3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1 A motion to approve meeting 135 minutes as drafted was made by Sara Shick, seconded by Charlie
Humphreys, and approved unanimously.
4 INVOICE APPROVALS
4.1 The following invoices were considered:
e  Theurkauf Design & Planning, LLC, #0321-07 - S 531.52.
e  Theurkauf Design & Planning, LLC, #0321-08 for VPP/Comprehensive Plan - $ 1,875.00.
A motion to approve the invoices was made by Rich Kirkner, seconded by Sara Shick, and approved
unanimously.
5 CORRESPONDENCE
5.1 There was no correspondence.
6 NEW BUSINESS
6.1 Phoenixville Area Clean Energy Alliance Update
John Matthews of West Pikeland provided an update on PACEA activity status:
e The VPP grant application for $45,000.00 has been awarded for the four member municipalities,
East Pikeland, Schuylkill, West Pikeland, and West Vincent
e PACEA has been interviewing potential consultants to be considered for an RFP to assist with the
energy planning work
e The RFP should be ready for review and approval by the member governing Boards by May 15.
6.2 Devault Trail Action Plan

Ed Theurkauf described committee work to implement an action plan for the proposed Devault Line

rail trail:

e The committee has been meeting monthly since March 4.

e Members include TMAAC, Pennsylvania Environmental Council, Bicycle Coalition of Greater
Philadelphia/The Circuit, and representatives of affected municipalities including PRPC members
Phoenixville, Schuylkill, and Charlestown.

e The work builds on a feasibility study carried out by Bob Thomas, who estimates cost of
completion of the trail to $3 million.

e Key questions to be answered are what entity will own and operate the trail.

e Avirtual open house will be scheduled in May to involve the public.
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PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Charlestown ¢ East Pikeland « Phoenixville « Schuylkill « West Pikeland « West Vincent

DRAFT Minutes of Meeting 136
April 28, 2021

6.3 PRPC Trail Planning Committee
Rusty Strauss suggested that members select representatives from their municipalities for a PRPC
Trail Committee. The Trail Committee will meet after the PRPC business meeting and will work to
coordinate municipal trail plans and efforts on a Regional basis, identifying any areas that require a
concentrated multi-municipal approach. PRPC members also suggested outside individuals and
groups that could be contacted for expertise, including Pam Brown/French and Pickering
Conservation Trust, Schuylkill River Heritage Center, Phoenixville Green Team, Rachel Griffith of
Chester county Planning, and TMAAC.
6.4 VPP Letter of Support
Members discussed a draft letter to Chester County Commissioners requesting continued support for
the Vision Partnership Program that funds plans, studies, ordinances, and other work by County
municipalities, including the PRPC. In addition, member representatives considered a draft template
of the letter that could be customized and sent by member municipalities.
A motion was made by Rich Kirkner to send the letter from Rusty on behalf of PRPC, which was
seconded by Sara Shick, and approved unanimously.
7 OLD BUSINESS
7.1 e There was no old business for discussion.
8 MUNICIPAL MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS
8.1 Charlestown Township
e No report.
8.2 East Pikeland Township
e Rusty Strauss stated that the Township was seeking a new police chief.
8.3 Phoenixville Borough
e Rich Kirkner reported on construction of a new fire station and recreation center. The recreation
center is anticipated to open by year end.
e An apartment project was approved for the Masonic Lodge at Main and Church Streets.
Neighbors have filed a zoning appeal.
e The Borough wants to improve Mowere Road and add sidewalks.
e Phoenixville is also developing a new sewage system that can remove solids for reuse as biofuels
and compost. They are currently working through permits for the new facility.
8.4 Schuylkill Township

e Mark Donovan announced an approved police accreditation payment, and also that the Township
is seeking a new police chief.
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PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Charlestown ¢ East Pikeland « Phoenixville « Schuylkill « West Pikeland « West Vincent

DRAFT Minutes of Meeting 136
April 28, 2021

8.5 West Pikeland Township
e  Charlie Humphreys reported on implementation of their 2017 on lot septic system maintenance
ordinance.
8.6 West Vincent Township
e Sara Shick reported on persistent developers seeking rezoning for the area around Ludwigs
Corner.
e She also said the Township Manager is out on medical leave, and his role is being filled by the
police chief.
e They are expecting a smaller format country music festival in August 2021.
8.7 Chester County Planning Commission
Susan Elks announced that she is leaving her position as County Planning Services Director for a new
job with the Conservation Fund. Until her replacement is named, Carol Stauffer will handle all VPP
related responsibilities, and Brian O’Leary will assume her other duties. Members and attendees
thanked Susan for her exemplary service and wished her well in her next endeavors.
In addition, Karen Marshall has recently left her post as County Heritage Preservation Coordinator.
9 PUBLIC COMMENT / Non- Agenda ltems
9.1 There was no public comment.
10 ADJOURNMENT
10.1 | Sara Shick made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Mark Donovan. Rusty Strauss

adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

gl

(_"—_—S

*//5' P b~

Edward A. Theurkauf, RLA, ASLA, APA
Theurkauf Design & Planning, LLC
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PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Charlestown ¢ East Pikeland « Phoenixville « Schuylkill « West Pikeland » West Vincent

Gregory Welker, Director, CFA Programs Division

PA Department of Economic and Community Development
400 North Street, Fourth Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17120

May 19, 2021

RE: DCED GREENWAYS AND TRAILS GRANT APPLICATION — EAST PIKELAND TOWNSHIP
HIDDEN RIVER PARK AND PRESERVE — PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS

Dear Mr. Welker,

The Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee (PRPC) hereby expresses enthusiastic support for
East Pikeland Township’s grant funding request to facilitate recreational and conservation
improvements at the Hidden River Park and Preserve.

The PRPC is a coalition of Phoenixville Borough, Charlestown Township, East Pikeland Township,
Schuylkill Township, West Pikeland Township, and West Vincent Township that coordinates efforts
to advance regional common interests. The PRPC works to direct growth into established
communities and designated growth areas, to maximize efficient use of public infrastructure, and
to preserve the Region’s rural areas, environmental resources, historic buildings, and landscapes.
East Pikeland’s grant application to facilitate park, trail, and preserve improvements under
DCED’s Greenways and Trails Program is fully consistent with these PRPC objectives.

The Hidden River Park and Preserve will provide necessary recreational and ecological benefits
to residents of East Pikeland Township and the broader Phoenixville Region. Phase 1
improvements include a paved multi-use trail; a Nature Play Areaq; the renovation of a historic
barn ruin into an outdoor education and performance space; a picnic grove and pavilions;
creation of a bathroom and maintenance building; riparian corridor buffer vegetation; a parking
lot; and establishment of a native grass and wildflower meadow. The 115 acre park and
preserve lies alongside the Schuylkill River and provides trailhead access to the Schuylkill River
Trail, and thus will serve as a significant regional environmental and recreational resource.

Sincerely,

Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee

Rusty Strauss, Chairman
cc:

PRPC Governing Representatives Planning Commissioners/Alternates Municipal Managers
Richard Kirkner Debra Johnston Jean Krack

Hugh Willig Bill Westhafer/Wendy Leland Linda Csete

Rusty Strauss Ron Hoinowski Kimberly Moretti
Mark Donovan Curt English EJ Mentry

Charlie Humphreys Jim Wendelgass
Sara Shick Art Miller/Mike Schneider John Granger

Catherine Anne Porter, Smith & Porter, PC
Carol J. Stauffer, AICP, Assistant Director, Chester County Planning Commission



DESIGN & PLANNING

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Attached for your review is the draft 2021 Update to the Phoenixville Regional Comprehensive Plan. We

MEMORANDUM

Spring City Borough mdscboro@hotmail.com

Upper Providence Township bbortnichak@uprov-montco.org
Lower Providence Township ddelamater@lowerprovidence.org
Upper Merion Township ahamaday@umtownship.org
Tredyffrin Township tredyffrin@tredyffrin.org

East Whiteland Township jnagel@eastwhiteland.org

West Whiteland Township mgleason@westwhiteland.org
Uwchlan Township kchurchill@uwchlan.com

Upper Uwchlan Township gjonik@upperuwchlan-pa.gov

East Nantmeal Township eastnant@ptd.net

South Coventry Township secretary@southcoventry.org

East Vincent Township manager@eastvincent.org

Owen J. Roberts School District mkenny@ojrsd.net
Phoenixville Area School District fegleya@pasd.com

Great Valley School District dgoffredo@gvsd.org
Downingtown Area School District elonardi@dasd.org

Susan Elks, AICP, Chester County Planning Commission selks@chesco.org

Edward A. Theurkauf, RLA, ASLA, APA
April 29, 2021

PHOENIXVILLE REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

PA ACT 247 AND CHESTER COUNTY VISION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM REVIEWS

anticipate adoption in mid-summer.

In accordance with the PA Municipalities Planning Code, please provide any comments by June 12, 2021.

Comments should be sent to this office and to PRPC Chairman Rusty Strauss:

Rusty Strauss, PRPC Chairman
c/o East Pikeland Township

PO Box 58

Kimberton, PA 19442

Email: rstrauss@eastpikeland.org

Please confirm your receipt of this and let me know if you have any questions.

1350 Elbow Lane ¢ Chester Springs, PA 19425 484-888-5574 ed@theurkauf.com
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Return to: Chester County Planning Commission
601 Westtown Road-Suite 270
PO. Box 2747
West Chester, PA 19380-0990

Act 247 County Referral

To: Chester County Planning Commission

Subject: Request for review of a subdivision, land development
proposal, ordinances, or comprehensive plans pursuant
to the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, Act 247.
This application must be completed by the applicant, and
submitted by the municipality to the above address, along
with one (I) complete set of plans and accompanying doc-
uments and the required fee for review (see reverse side)

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE MUNICIPALITY

From: (Municipality)
Date:

Official’s Name:
Position:

Official’s signature:
Applications with((mGlNAL sigré

«

e

z

 —

ures must be submitted to CCPC.

Development name (if applicable):

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT

Owner’s name:

Owner’s address:

Location:

Phone #:

Applicant’s name:

Applicant’s address:

Phone #:

Architect/Engineer/Surveyor name:

Phone #:

TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED
(Check all appropriate boxes)
|:| Unofficial sketch plan (no fee)
|:| Subdivision plan
|:| Land development plan
|:| Planned residential development
|:| Zoning ordinance (no fee)
Curative amendment (no fee)
|:| Subdivision ordinance (no fee)
|:| Comprehensive plan (no fee)

|:| Other

REVIEW FEE
(Fee schedule on other side)

[ ] Attached $

|:| Not applicable

TYPE OF SUBMISSION

|:| New proposal

|:| Revision to a prior proposal
|:| Phase of a prior proposal
|:| Amendment/revision to recorded plan is

a new proposal

TYPE OF PLAN

|:| Unofficial sketch

|:| Preliminary

[ ] Final

Tax parcel(s): #

#

#

Total area (gross acres):

ZONING DISTRICT
OF PROPOSAL
Existing:
Proposed:

Variances/
Special exception
granted:

PLAN INFORMATION LAND USE | # of lots/units

Length of new roads: Agriculture
Number of new parking spaces: Single family
Ownership of roads: Townhouses

|:| Public |:| Private Twin units
Open space:

A
|:| Public |:| Private partments
. . Mobile homes
Acres: Acres:

HOA responsible for common facilities/areas:

|:| Yes D No

HOA documents provided:

D Yes D No

Traffic study included:

|:| Yes |:| No |:| Not conducted

*Commercial

*Industrial

*|nstitutional

Other

PROPOSED UTILITIES
(Check appropriate
boxes)

Water Sewer

Pblic [ ] []
On-site |:| |:|
Package |:| |:|

No new sewage
disposal or water

supply proposed

*Information to be filled in for Commercial,
Industrial or Institutional land use ONLY

*Total square footage of addition
to existing building:

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (This plan has been submitted to):

|:| County Health Department Date
|:| PennDOT

[ ] DEpP

Date

Date

Date

|:| Other

*Total square footage
of new building(s):

THE TERM “LOTS”

The term “LOTS” includes conveyance, tracts or parcels of land for the purpose, wheth-
er immediate or future, of lease, transfer of ownership or building or development, as
well as residue parcels, annexations, or the correction of lot lines.

Effective June |, 2018


Chester County Planning Commission

Please Save document to your computer BEFORE entering information!

(This message box is non-printing)
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